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Museum: Holocaust Centre — Beth Shalom
Project Title: Young Cultural Creators Pilot
Named contact: Katherine Davison

1. Project Outline
Brief description of the project — aims, activity, target audience, partners etc

Young Cultural Creators is an innovative and exciting approach to reader and
writer development that enables young people to explore creativity with writers
and illustrators of children’s books, stimulated by working in a museum, archive,
or gallery, and their local library. The model was developed in London and has
been run successfully in several other regions. See
WwWw.youngculturalcreators.com

The Young Cultural Creators Pilot Project at Ellis Guilford School and Sports
College in the Summer Term 2007 was a test-bed to see how a number of
partners could work together to inspire a group of low-attaining young people to
produce creative responses as a result of reading two novels set in the time of
the Holocaust.

The key partners who signed up to the project were:

» Ellis Guilford School and Sports College (Katherine Davison — LRC
Manager and Caroline Hallam — English Teacher)

* The Holocaust Centre (Heather Hollins — Senior Access and Heritage
Officer Holocaust Centre)

e MLA East Midlands (Rebecca Gumbleton — Museum Education Worker)

* Nottingham City Libraries (Sarah Coulson — Children’s Librarian)

e Children’s Author (Steve Bowkett)

* Nottinghamshire Education Library Service (Carole Brittan — Principal
Librarian)

The programme was co-ordinated by Katherine Davison, Learning Resource
Centre Manager at Ellis Guilford School and Sports College and supported by
MLA East Midlands. There were 18 students involved in the whole project. They
were identified as “Low-Attainers” on entry to Ellis Guilford in September 2006 as
part of a four-year DFES Secondary National Strategy Pilot called “The National

Low-Attainers Pilot” which has involved 20 Secondary schools nationally. See:
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/secondary/keystage3/all/respub/leadership/ws lowattain




These students had weaker than average literacy and numeracy skills using
base-line data on transfer to secondary school and the Low-Attainers Pilot has
enabled schools to explore a more creative and innovative approach to
curriculum provision for this cohort of students.

The students had also been targeted as a result of their voluntary up-take in an
out-of-hours reading group called Book Café aimed at improving and extending
their reading diets.

YCC aims to:

Inspire young people in their reading and creativity

Encourage young people and their families to make greater, more
confident use of libraries, museums, archives and galleries

Develop the skills and awareness of those professionals taking part in
the project.

YCC can enhance young people’s lives in a number of ways, including:

Educationally, by using art and story to stimulate wider reading, the
development of improved writing skills and an understanding of the creative
process

Socially, by encouraging their access to, and creative interaction with,
cultural resources, including libraries, museums, archives and galleries, and
inspirational venues including historical settings, and the countryside

Emotionally, by enabling direct engagement with powerful works of art
and artefacts, and with places, that may unlock their own unrealised ideas
and feelings.

The project also enabled each of the participating partner organisations to meet
their service targets in an innovative and creative way.

Project Activity:

Steering Group established during meeting held at Ellis Guilford
School — 18/5/07 (Project Plan — Appendix 1)

INSET event for three teachers at Ellis Guilford to be held at Beth
Shalom — inspirational venue, aim: to raise profile and awareness amongst
key staff — 8/6/07

Planning meeting with the author, Steve Bowkett, to prepare for the
day at Beth Shalom

Workshop for students led by Steve Bowkett as “warm-up” to the day
at Beth Shalom held at Ellis Guilford — 21/6/07

Research session at Aspley Library to prepare students for visit to
Beth Shalom — 22/6/07



Day at inspirational venue, Beth Shalom. Heather Hollins, Rebecca
Gumbleton, Ellis Guilford staff, Steve Bowkett, Simon Winston (Holocaust
survivor) — 5/7/07

Celebration of students’ work at Aspley Library, all project partners,
students’ parents, school teachers including Senior Leadership Team and
Governors invited — 11/7/07

Year 7 Assembly to communicate the successes of the project and to
showcase the students’ creative responses — 13/7/07

Presentation to School Librarians (32 in total) at an Education Library
Service Management Meeting — 23/7/08 (Powerpoint presentation Appendix
3)

Steering Group re-convene to evaluate the pilot in the Summer Term
and the ways forward with new approaches for next year held at Ellis
Guilford School — 11/9/07 (Project Plan Appendix 2)

YCC workshop delivered at joint Inset Day with Feeder Primary
Schools, “Building Whole School Reading Communities”, at Ellis Guilford by
K. Davison and R. Gumbleton (MLA) to raise profile and awareness —
5/10/07 (Powerpoint presentation Appendix 3)

YCC in Strategic Commissioning 2007 - 2008 presentation for
Archives partners at MLA East Midlands by R. Gumbleton (MLA) and K.
Davison — 2/11/07 (Powerpoint presentation Appendix 4)

Pilot the new Object-Handling resources created for the Holocaust
Centre at Beth Shalom (21/11/07) using students involved in project in
Summer Term. Heather to evaluate the objects using student and staff
responses. Evaluation report completed by Heather Hollins

2. Budget Breakdown

How much did the project cost? Please attach a financial report detailing budget
expenditure.

See attached document 2007-08 MLA Grant (Appendix 5)

Once final instalment of MLA funding is released the money will be used to
contribute to the costs of the next phase of the project (author costs and travel to
the Holocaust Centre and venue costs.

3. Project Outcomes (Resources developed)
List any resources developed as a result of the project. Please provide MLA East
Midlands with copies.

Research and Glossary sheet for use at Aspley Library (Appendix 6)

Evaluation Form of visit to museum (Appendix 7)

Power-point presentation of the work carried out at the museum
(Appendix 8)

Power-point presentation for INSET workshop about the YCC pilot
(Appendix 3)



Educational value of the project produced by the author involved in the
project (Appendix 9)

4. Project Outcomes (Audience)

What evidence do you have of how the project has benefited schools, teachers,
children and young people? Please include quotes / photos that can be used for
regional advocacy.

The author who worked with the group throughout the project summarised the
benefits of the work in a topic web entitled “Educational Value of the ‘Beth
Shalom’ Experience” (Appendix 9)

The key outcomes for the students involved were:

Creative responses

Increased confidence and motivation
Changes in reading choices

Raised standard of reading and writing

Pupil questionnaires — see Appendix 7

Students taking part in the project were asked about what they learned at the
different project activities. From their answers it is possible to get a quantification
of their primary learning experience.

In this particular project with its range of themes and activities, whilst a wealth of
qualitative evidence can be gathered, it is difficult to capture students’ full
learning experience quantitatively.

GLO1 96% of responses show new Knowledge and Understanding

“What amazed me most was that there [are] still some survivors who survived the
Holocaust and that there [were] one year olds who died”

“What amazed me most was how many people died”

“The story by Simon was good and | found out some good stuff’

“I had a better understanding of the Holocaust”

GLO2 83% show new skill

“The author helped us to think about our feelings and write our thoughts down,
for example what shape is love?”

“They became very self-aware and this led to subtle feelings being expressed”
Steve Bowkett



GLO3 83% show changes in attitudes

“The statue of Abandoned made me think of all of the people that got left behind
during the 2" World War”

“I thought it was sad when we put the stone inside the wall to remember all the
children that died”

“The thing that amazed me was when we met a survivor”

“That we got to see Simon who survived the Holocaust”

“What amazed me most was seeing Simon and listening to his story”

“Simon helped us to remember what happened because he was in hiding himself
aged 77

GLO4 81% show enjoyment, increased imagination and creativity

“What amazed me most was all the statues and different sculptures and all the
memory cards”

“The garden was good”

“The story that Simon told us was a little bit funny because he told us a bit that
when he was [in] hiding while the Holocaust was going on the Germans were
weeing and the Germans weed on them. Also, the statues and sculptures, and
the Anne Frank sculpture...because | knew the story of when she was in hiding”
“The story was interesting”

“The statue of Abandonment was most amazing and so was Simon’s statue”

“I thought it was an extremely interesting day and the pupils appeared really
engaged in the activities”. Rebecca Gumbleton

GLOS5 show changes in behaviour, progression

“It was really interesting to see the gardens being used at the Holocaust Centre
in a very different way. Normally the area is used for quiet reflection after the
museum visit but this time the sculptures were used in a proactive way” Heather
Hollins —

“They were asking lots of questions which made them more insightful” English
Teacher

“One of the outcomes of the project meant that as a school we were able to put
on a Year group assembly at the end of January to reflect on Holocaust Memorial
Day. The power point presentation of the students’ work created during the
project was shared with all Year 7s and in tutor groups the year 7s were asked to
create Holocaust acrostics/poems to reflect the themes discussed in assembly”
LRC Manager

“An important outcome here for many of the young people was learning that
writing less made their thoughts more insightful. Subtle feelings were expressed.”
Steve Bowkett (children’s author)

“The culmination of the project — the evening presentation at Aspley Library —
was excellent. It showcased the group’s creativity as well as demonstrating how
each individual had been touched by the experience. The involvement of parents
in sharing the celebration of their children’s work not only forged links with the
school in a positive environment but also clearly made them feel proud of what



their children had achieved. It was a privilege to be there!” Carole Brittan —
Principle Librarian Education Library Service.

“To have Simon Winston join us for the students’ celebration of their work at
Aspley Library meant a great deal. He worked with the students on the day at
Beth Shalom and wanted to meet their parents...the letter he wrote after the
event was very powerful and has been used in assemblies since”. LRC Manager
Ellis Guilford School. See Appendix 12

For a summary of the qualitative data see Appendix 11
Impact for teachers, author and library service

Through this project, teachers have become

More aware of the positive impact achievable for students’ learning
and creativity, through cross-cultural activity such as this activity

More aware of ways of working with students to inspire and support
their learning and creativity

Keen to work further with writers in school

More knowledge about library and museum resources and how to use
them

Ready to join in further collaborative work joining with local primary
schools, and in partnership with local cultural services and organisations

The students involved in the project were part of a National LAP Pilot and the
school monitored academic progress of this cohort over the year rigorously.
DFES Progress Tests were used in the Summer Term to test literacy and
numeracy progress. The assessment levels used equate to the levels awarded in
SATs at the end of Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3.

Out of the 18 students involved in the project, 16 students gained their target of a
Level 4 on their Reading paper.and for 8 students this performance was not
matched in the Writing paper. One of the aims of the Young Cultural Creators
project was to “inspire young people in their reading” and this intervention project
would certainly have added value to this hard data collected in the Summer
Term.

The programme outcomes show significant impact for young people in all five
areas of the Change for Children: Every Child Matters agenda.

The students were

Enjoying and Achieving
Inspired and refreshed in their awareness of themselves as writers
Inspired in their learning and creativity
Increasing their knowledge of libraries and museums and how to use
these resources



Being Healthy
With increased confidence and self-esteem

Staying safe
More aware of their community and local amenities, so they can use
and enjoy it more safely, and contribute towards it being a safe place

Making a positive contribution to the community
With an increased sense of pride in their community
With enhanced social skills, able to relate and work with people of
different ages and abilities with respect and confidence

Achieving economic well-being
With increased confidence, skills and knowledge, leading to a greater
feeling of control, direction and potential achievement in their learning and
their lives

The author, who was a key player throughout the project, commented after the
day at the Holocaust Centre that “I was pleased to find among the children's
papers a great deal of sensitivity to the things they saw there and many striking
images that | could use. The 'Peace Means' workshop we did towards the end of

the afternoon resulted in some particularly powerful work | thought”. Steve
Bowkett

5. Project Outcomes (Museum / Archive)
What have been the benefits of the project for the museum / archive? What have
you learnt from working on this project?

Development of the Object-Handling Resources to support the education work at
Beth Shalom.
Heather Hollins (

has been able to shadow the Art Department at Ellis Guilford
after establishing links with staff through meetings held at the School. This will
help Heather gain a more in depth knowledge of the current Art Curriculum which
will support development work to be carried out at the Holocaust Centre.
“It was really interesting to see the gardens being used at the Holocaust Centre
in a very different way. Normally the area is used for quiet reflection after the
museum visit but this time they were used in a proactive way” Heather Hollins —

Development of a YCC project involving Nottinghamshire Archives.



As a result of The Holocaust project, a similar project was piloted in the Spring
Term 2008. The project partners were:

Rosslyn Park Primary School (Feeder Primary to Ellis Guilford)
Nottinghamshire Archives
Andy Barrett - Playwright
Nottingham City Libraries

The focus of the YCC experience was the life and times of George Africanus and
Ellis Guilford supported this project. K Davison attended some planning
meetings. (Programme for the Celebration Event and Certificates for the
participants — Appendix 10)

6. Sustainability
How will the work of the project be continued / built upon? What future support
might you need?

The next phase of the project has already been planned for 2008.
The dates and project activity for this year are:

Week commencing 31%' March — Introduce “Once” and “The Boy in the Striped
Pyjamas” during English Lessons

Friday 11" April — Aspley Library visits for Year 7 students to research the
Holocaust — K Davison to accompany

Monday 14" April (10.10 — 12.25) — Object-handling session in the LRC at Ellis
Guilford using resources developed for the Holocaust Centre as a result of YCC
pilot and MLA funding. Heather Hollins to lead the session and K Davison and C
Hallam (English Teacher) to support

Friday 16" May — Pre-visit workshop with the author Steve Bowkett in the LRC at
Ellis Guilford.

Wednesday 21% May — Book Café visit to the Holocaust Centre all day. Heather
Hollins to facilitate the day and the author Steve Bowkett to stimulate the creative
process. K Davison and C Hallam (English Teacher) to accompany the students.
Monday 2" June Post-visit workshop with the author Steve Bowkett in the LRC
at Ellis Guilford (10.10 — 12.30) to craft the creative responses on the day and
prepare the final outcomes for the celebration event at Aspley Library
Celebration Event to celebrate the work produced at Aspley Library — date to be
confirmed (June).

All partners met in September 2007 to evaluate the pilot (Project Plan Appendix
2) and will continue to support Young Cultural Creators in the next phase of the
project.



The author has agreed to work with the project again in the next phase and it was
felt that a follow-up workshop after the inspirational visit was important. The
author would then be able to help the students craft their work.

The Senior Leadership Team at Ellis Guilford School have fully supported the
project and have asked the staff involved to present the students’ work during
assemblies. One assembly was tied in with a Holocaust Memorial Day cross-
curricular event which involved all Year 7 tutor groups working on acrostic poems
in registration time. The Holocaust Survivor who had worked with the students at
the Holocaust Centre as part of the YCC project wrote a letter of thanks to the
students after the Celebration Event and we were able to use this letter as
stimulus. See Appendix 12

During a LAP Regional advisory visit in January 2008 some Book Café students
from last year, who were involved in the project, were interviewed about aspects
of their teaching and learning. When asked which books they had read recently
the most engaging conversations were held with those students who had taken
part in the YCC experience. The project had brought the books they had read to
life and made them more memorable. “The writer starts with vision and ends with
words. The reader begins with words but ends with vision. The reader uses the
writer’'s words in order to see.” Elliot Eisner “The Role of the Arts on Cognition
and Curriculum”. The LAP Advisory Team will report these findings back to the
Senior Leadership Team at school.

K Davison is coordinator for a reading campaign, called MegaRead, across Ellis
Guilford’s family of primary schools. There will be opportunities for advocacy
work and K Davison will be able to support staff in these primary schools to
embark on similar YCC projects. Things learned from the project can be applied
in subsequent pieces of work at the schools.

Action/Support needed

Although feedback has been gained through informal discussion and during
steering-group meetings there would be a benefit of collecting more qualitative
information using more formal interviews, to be carried out with

Young people

Teachers

Author

Museum

Project staff

Any other project partners

The Celebration Event at Aspley Library was well-attended by seven students’
parents. However, to engage all the parents it would be useful to find other ways



of letting them know what their children are doing and achieving — e.g. through a
special photographic project record/filming parts of the project and compiling it
onto a DVD.



Young Cultural Creators
at Ellis Guilford School
and
Sports College

End of Project Report — March 2008

K. Davison — LRC Manager Ellis Guilford School and
Sports College



